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Message Text 


E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, IS, US, LE, SY 

SUBJECT: ORAL MESSAGE FOR ISRAELI EMBASSY WEDNESDAY, 
FEBRUARY 9 

1 . THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE WAS PASSED BY ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY ATHERTON TO AMBASSADOR DINITZ WEDNESDAY, 
FEBRUARY 9. 

2. BEGIN MESSAGE: 

OUR CHARGE IN BEIRUT DELIVERED TO LEBANESE FOREIGN MINISTER 
BOUTROS THIS MORNING (FEBRUARY 9) OUR MESSAGE CONVEYING 
THE ISRAELI REPLY GIVEN TO US BY AMBASSADOR DINITZ LATE ON 
FEBRUARY 8. 
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FOREIGN MINISTER BOUTROS RESPONDED LATER IN THE DAY AS 
FOLLOWS: 

- THE LEBANESE GOVERNMENT AGREES TO THE PRINCIPLE OF WITH- 
DRAWAL OF SYRIAN FORCES TO AYSHIYAH. 

- THIS DECISION IS WITHOUT PREJUDICE TO THE QUESTION OF 
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FURTHER WITHDRAWALS, WHICH WILL BE DISCUSSED WITH 
SECRETARY VANCE DURING HIS VISIT. 

- THE TIMETABLE FOR WITHDRAWAL TO AYSHIYAH WILL BE 
COMMUNICATED TO THE U.S. GOVERNMENT FEBRUARY 10. THE 
QUESTION OF THE STATIONING OF LEBANESE FORCES IN 
NABATIYAH WILL BE EXAMINED IN THIS CONTEXT. 

- AFTER THE WITHDRAWAL TO AYSHIYAH, THE AREA BETWEEN 
AYSHIYAH AND NABATIYAH MAY BE PATROLLED BY LEBANESE FORCES 
OR LEBANESE FORCES MAY BE STATIONED IN THE AREA. 

IN ACKNOWLEDGING THE RECEIPT OF THIS RESPONSE, WE ARE 
STRESSING TO THE LEBANESE GOVERNMENT THE POINT YOU HAVE 
MADE THAT LEBANESE FORCES TO BE SUBSTITUTED FOR SYRIAN 
FORCES IN THE AREA MUST BE GENUINE AND AUTHENTIC 
LEBANESE UNITS. 

IT APPEARS TO US THAT THE LEBANESE GOVERNMENT IS MAKING A 
SERIOUS EFFORT TO MEET THE CONCERNS OF ISRAEL AND WE ASSUME 
THE ISRAELI GOVERNMENT WILL FIND THIS RESPONSE, SO FAR AS 
IT GOES, SATISFACTORY. WE WILL COMMUNICATE TO YOU, AS 
SOON AS WE RECEIVE IT, THE TIMETABLE PROMISED US TOMORROW. 

WE CONSIDER IT REASONABLE THAT THE TIMETABLE COULD TAKE 
THIS ADDITIONAL PERIOD TO WORK OUT, GIVEN THE PROBLEMS OF 
COORDINATION AND THE SENSITIVITY OF THE MOVEMENT IN THIS 
AREA. 

I AM SURE YOU WILL AGREE THAT IT IS HIGHLY DESIRABLE THERE 
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BE NO PUBLICITY ABOUT THE WITHDRAWAL OF SYRIAN TROOPS 
EVEN AFTER IT WILL HAVE OCCURRED. PRIOR TO THE WITHDRAWAL. 
HOWEVER, WE CONSIDER IT ESSENTIAL THAT THERE BE NO 
PUBLICITY; PUBLIC ATTENTION TO THE FORTHCOMING WITHDRAWAL 
COULD WELL AFFECT THE CARRYING OUT OF THE MOVE. END 
MESSAGE. 

VANCE 


SECRET 
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